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Beasts, monsters, aliens and superheroes

Cinema Heritage Project presents exclusive tours of special-effects studio, plus movie screening and celebrity guests, on Aug. 15

A celebration of moviemaking magic in Chatsworth

CHATSWORTH, CALIF. (June 11, 2009) — Amalgamated Dynamics Inc. (ADI), an Academy Award-winning studio that builds aliens, monsters, beasts and costumes for Hollywood’s greatest science fiction and fantasy films, will be the site of the Cinema Heritage Project’s next presentation on Saturday, Aug. 15, in Chatsworth.

The free event will include the first public tours of the studio, where the creatures in the Alien, Predator and Tremors films were created. ADI also built the “bugs” in Starship Troopers, the beasts of Jumanji and Goro of Mortal Kombat, as well as costumes used in the Spider-Man films.

The ADI studio at 20100 Plummer St. (at Winnetka Avenue) includes a museum and a large workshop where its creations are built and displayed.

Tours of the studio, for which reservations are required, will begin at 3 p.m. and continue into the evening. As the sun begins to set at 7 p.m., guests will hear presentations by people who work in the special effects industry, followed at 8 p.m. by a screening of a major science fiction motion picture in ADI’s parking lot. 

Among the speakers will be Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff, Jr., founders of ADI. In the movies, Gillis supervises the facial performances from outside the suits, working with the director to get the right performances on film, while Woodruff often wears the suits, performing as the Alien and other creatures. For information about ADI, visit http://www.studioadi.com.

The Cinema Heritage Project is a grassroots nonprofit corporation that presents movies at the locations where they were made. CHP events include speakers, site tours and other features to celebrate the movies and the people who made them, as well as the locations and their histories. Major sponsors of CHP events include the West Hills Neighborhood Council, Fallbrook Center and other businesses and agencies.

To obtain reservations for tours, contact the Cinema Heritage Project, (818) 348-8657. For details about the Cinema Heritage Project, visit http://www.cinemaheritage.com. 
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